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Introduction  
 

The California Medical Association House of Delegates, CMAôs principal policymaking body, 

establishes the policies that guide the Association and elects CMAôs President-Elect, Speaker 

and Vice Speaker.  The House convenes annually to debate and act on proposals dealing with 

myriad policy matters concerning medical practice, public health and CMA governance.  

Implementation of policies adopted by the House is directed by the CMA Board of Trustees, 

which deals with policy issues arising between the annual meetings of the House and has 

fiduciary responsibility for the ongoing business of the Association.  A critical component of the 

boardôs fiduciary role is prioritizing the many worthwhile activities proposed through CMAôs 

policy-making apparatus.  (See Appendix A, ñCMA Organizational Chart.ò) 

 

Any CMA member may author a resolution for consideration by the House of Delegates.  A 

resolution can propose new or revised policy on any issue related to CMAôs mission or 

governance.  That body of policy or a new resolution can direct CMA to take a position on a 

particular issue or to take a specific action ï for example, to support or oppose legislation.  

Resolutions also may be submitted directly to the Board of Trustees for consideration between 

sessions of the House.  The ability of any individual member to propose a policy or action for 

consideration by the House of Delegates and/or Board of Trustees exemplifies the truly 

democratic governance of CMA. 

 

 

Composition of the House of Delegates 
 

The House of Delegates is composed of over 450 delegates (most of whom have an alternate 

delegate) who are elected to represent their peers geographically, by medical specialty or by 

mode of practice.  Elected delegates represent the following constituencies: 

 

 County medical societies 

 CMA-recognized medical specialty societies 

 CMA mode of practice forums
*
 

 CMA Young Physicians Section 

 CMA Organized Medical Staff Section 

 CMA Medical Student Section 

 CMA Resident and Fellow Section 

 CMA Ethnic Medical Organization Section 

 

As described in CMAôs bylaws (see Appendix F), county medical societies, specialty societies 

and mode of practice forums are entitled to a number of delegates determined by a 

                                                 
*
 Each regular active or associate CMA member belongs to a mode of practice forum most relevant to the memberôs 

practice setting.  Members self-designate their mode of practice each year at the time of membership renewal.  The 

modes of practice are: Solo and Small Group Practice; Medium-Size Group Practice; Large Group Practice; Very 

Large Group Practice; Academic Practice; Hospital-Based Practice; Government-Employed Physicians; or 

Administrative Medicine.  
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ñproportionate representationò formula based on the membership count each December 31.  

CMA sections are entitled to a fixed number of delegates.  (Currently, the Young Physicians, 

Organized Medical Staff and Ethnic Medical Organization sections each are entitled to two 

delegates, and the Medical Student Section is entitled to one delegate for each accredited medical 

school in the state.)  Each of these constituencies (note that a CMA member can be represented 

multiple ways at the House of Delegates) also may elect one alternate delegate for each delegate 

to which it is entitled.  Alternate delegates may be seated and vote on the floor of the House as 

substitutes for regular delegates at the discretion of delegation chairs. 

 

In addition to elected delegates and alternate delegates, the following individuals participate as 

ex officio members of the House (with vote): 

 

 Members of the CMA Board of Trustees 

 Past presidents of CMA 

 California State Public Health Officer (if a member of CMA) 

 

Finally, members of CMAôs Council on Scientific Affairs and members of the California 

Delegation to the AMA (who are not otherwise seated as delegates) also sit as ex officio 

members of the House, but without voting rights. 

 

 

Delegations and Delegation Caucuses 
 

County medical societies are grouped into 11 geographic districts, with the delegates from the 

medical societies in each district comprising a district delegation.  These delegations meet at 

least once before the Annual Session to elect their chairs, to consider endorsement of resolutions 

from within the delegation and to discuss positions on the issues.  Delegates representing the 

other constituencies listed above constitute those constituenciesô delegations.  During each 

annual meeting of the House (ñAnnual Sessionò), most delegations meet daily to review 

reference committee reports (see below), take positions on key issues and meet with candidates 

for elected offices.  Delegation chairs comprise the Speakersô Advisory Committee, which meets 

daily during Annual Session and as needed during the year. 

 

 

Responsibilities of Delegates 
 

The most fundamental responsibility of delegates is to represent their constituents in the House 

of Delegates by attending and actively participating in delegation caucus meetings and in all 

sessions of the House.  Individual delegations may have their own rules setting forth additional 

or more specific duties and responsibilities.  These may include the following, which the full 

House has voted to recommend to delegations: 

 

 Communicate CMA policy, information, activities and programs to constituents  

 Relate constituent views to the appropriate CMA leaders, governing body or executive 

staff 
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 Advocate constituent views within the House of Delegates or other governance unit, 

including through the introduction of resolutions (see Appendix B, ñWriting and 

Submitting Resolutionsò) 

 Report highlights of House of Delegates meetings to constituents (for example, at 

hospital medical staff, county, state and specialty society meetings) 

 Participate in leadership development opportunities, such as the CMA Leadership 

Academy 

 

In carrying out their duties, delegates are strongly encouraged to seek the assistance and 

guidance of their delegation chair and other experienced members of their delegation.   

 

 

The Business of the House 
 

Resolutions and Reports 

 

The principal business of the House of Delegates is taking action on policy proposals presented 

in the form of resolutions or report recommendations.  Resolutions may be authored by any 

CMA member and may be submitted to the House by any delegate, alternate delegate or 

delegation as a whole.  (See Appendix B, ñWriting and Submitting Resolutions.ò)  Reports 

containing recommendations for action by the House are submitted by the Board of Trustees, 

CMA councils or committees or CMA administrative centers (e.g., Center for Legal Affairs).   

 

All business to come before the House must be submitted to the CMA headquarters no later than 

60 days before the scheduled start of the annual meeting of the House.  Resolutions are reviewed 

by the Speaker, who may edit them to assure clarity and conciseness.  Policy and fiscal notes, 

summarizing existing CMA policy on the issue and the potential cost to CMA of implementing 

the proposal, are developed and appended to each resolution by CMA staff.  An agenda packet 

containing all resolutions and reports is sent to all delegates and alternate delegates no later than 

21 days in advance of Annual Session.  Resolutions and reports also are posted on the House of 

Delegates website (in the members-only section of cmanet.org), including in online forums 

where members are encouraged to post their comments and opinions for consideration by the 

reference committees to which the resolutions are assigned. 

 

 

Resolutions submitted less than 60 days before Annual Session are reviewed by the House Rules 

Committee, consisting of five delegation chairs appointed by the Speaker, to determine whether 

they meet established criteria for acceptance as ñemergencyò business.  (See Appendix C, 

ñStanding Rules of Order,ò for a fuller discussion of late resolutions.) 
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Election of Officers and Other Business 

 

In addition to action on resolutions and reports, the House of Delegates annually elects the 

Associationôs President-Elect, the Speaker of the House and the Vice Speaker of the House.  The 

House also ratifies the elections of CMA trustees.  Other business on the Houseôs agenda 

includes addresses by the CMA President, President-Elect and Chief Executive Officer. 

 

 

Reference Committees 
 

All resolutions and reports submitted to the House of Delegates are assigned by the Speaker to 

ñreference committeesò according to subject area.  Reference committees are appointed by the 

Speaker for the purpose of facilitating deliberations and action on resolutions and reports.  On 

the first day of the Annual Session, each committee convenes a hearing to receive testimony for 

or against each item of business, and then meets in executive session to deliberate on the merits 

of each resolution/report and the testimony presented thereon.  The committee then prepares and 

presents to the House a report containing its recommendations for action.  The recommendations 

of the reference committees become the basis for debate and action on the floor of the House.  

(See Appendix D, ñSummary of Options for Action.ò)   

 

The number of reference committees and the subjects assigned to each are determined by the 

Speaker and may vary from year to year according to the number and subject areas of the 

resolutions and reports submitted.  Following is a representative designation of subject areas: 

 

Committee A ï Medical Practice Issues 

Committee B ï Health Care Financing and Health System Reform 

Committee C ï CMA Membership, Finance and Governance 

Committee D ï Insurance and Physician Reimbursement 

Committee E ï Quality, Ethics and Legal Issues 

Committee F ï Health Professions and Facilities 

Committee G ï Science and Public Health 

 

Each reference committee is composed of three or more delegates or alternate delegates 

appointed by the Speaker from a list of nominees submitted by delegation chairs.  At the 

discretion of the Speaker, members may be reappointed until they serve a maximum of three 

consecutive years or until they have served as chair of the committee.  The Speakers endeavor to 

balance appointments so that each delegation is represented on the committees in proportion to 

the delegationôs size, relative to the total number of delegates in the House.  Efforts are also 

made to avoid appointing committees that are weighted with members from a single geographic 

area, specialty or mode of practice. 

 

Attending reference committee hearings to present testimony (either as an individual or on behalf 

of oneôs delegation), or to monitor and report back to a delegation caucus on testimony 

presented, is one of the principal responsibilities of delegates.  Any CMA member may speak at 
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reference committees to any and all of the resolutions and reports assigned to them.  Others may 

testify only with the prior consent of the Speaker. 

 

 

The House in Session 
 

Parliamentary Procedure and Rules of Order 

 

The business of the House of Delegates is conducted under The Standard Code of Parliamentary 

Procedure (Sturgis) and under the specific rules and procedures set forth in the House of 

Delegatesô own Standing Rules of Order.  (See Appendix E, ñParliamentary Procedure 

Referenceò and Appendix C, ñStanding Rules of Order.ò)  Sturgis serves as the parliamentary 

authority governing the House in the absence of specific provisions to the contrary contained in 

the CMA Bylaws or in the Standing Rules of Order.  The proposed Standing Rules of Order are 

presented by the House Rules Committee and, upon their adoption at the opening session of each 

Annual Session, govern the activities of the House of Delegates.  The Standing Rules of Order 

proposed for adoption are sent with other agenda materials prior to Annual Session in order that 

delegates and alternates may familiarize themselves with the procedures in advance. 

 

 

Speaking to the House 

 

In accordance with current House Rules, each reference committee report is presented to the 

House as a consent calendar, which, except for those items extracted, is considered and adopted 

upon a single motion without debate.  Thus, in order for an item of business to be disposed of in 

a manner that differs from that proposed by the reference committee, the item would have to be 

extracted by the request of any delegate from the consent calendar prior to the calendarôs 

adoption.   

 

When wishing to speak to the House, a delegate should stand at one of the floor microphones 

until recognized by the Speaker.  The Speakers attempt to recognize delegates in the order they 

appear at the microphones whenever possible, but may from time to time recognize those who 

have not frequently testified or those, such as members of the CMA staff, who may facilitate the 

debate by providing needed information earlier in the course of debate.  When recognized, 

delegates should state their name, the delegation they represent and whether they are speaking as 

an individual or on behalf of their delegation.  The delegate should then indicate whether the 

remarks are offered in support of or in opposition to the motion under consideration, or the 

delegate may propose some other motion which is in order at the time.  After identifying any 

pertinent conflicts of interest (see Appendix C, ñStanding Rules of Orderò), the delegate may 

then offer an opinion or argument about the matter being debated.  Only seated members of the 

House (including any alternate delegate seated on the floor as a substitute for a delegate) have 

the right to speak; however, others (for example, CMA legal counsel) may be permitted to 

provide information at the request of the Speaker or the House. 
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Common Motions and ñPointsò 

 

Motions to amend:  An amendment must be relevant to and have direct bearing on the motion 

before the House.  Amendments that change more than five words of a motion or 

recommendation must be written on special two-part forms provided to the House.  One copy is 

delivered in advance to the projection booth, where it is prepared for projection on screens at the 

front of the House, and the author retains the second copy.  If a proposed substitute is long, it 

should be typed and duplicated at the convention office in advance so that it may be distributed 

to the House at the appropriate time.  Like other amendments, amendments by total substitution 

must be relevant to the pending motion.  Entirely new material that was not discussed at the 

reference committee hearing may not be introduced as an amendment by total substitution. 

 

Motions to refer:  A motion to refer a matter, either for decision (by the Board of Trustees) or for 

study and report back (to the House of Delegates), takes precedence over a main motion and over 

a motion to amend.  While a motion to refer is pending, debate on the main motion is out of 

order.  When referral is recommended by the reference committee, the House may, upon a 

motion made prior to the start of discussion on referral, debate the main motion or a substitute 

motion without first having to defeat the motion to refer. 

 

Motions to close debate (vote immediately):  Any delegate may make a motion to close debate on 

a matter under consideration.  If more than one motion is pending (i.e., a main motion and a 

subsidiary motion, such as a second order amendment or a motion to refer), the motion to close 

debate should specify the pending motions to which it applies (i.e., the currently pending motion 

only, or on any number of pending matters).  The maker of such motion may not discuss the 

question being debated on the floor, either before or after making the motion.  According to the 

Standing Rules of Order, the Speaker shall have the prerogative of not honoring the motion until 

both sides of the issue have been heard.  Furthermore, the Speaker will ask anyone then at a 

microphone if they wish to propose, but not discuss, an alternative action should the motion to 

close debate not succeed.  The House is better able to decide if it is ready to dispose of a piece of 

business if it knows about alternatives yet to be discussed.  Motions to close debate require a 

two-thirds vote to pass. 

 

Points of order:  Any member of the House may rise to call attention to a violation of the rules, 

an omission, a mistake or an error in procedure, and to secure a ruling from the Speaker on the 

question raised.  Such ñpoints of orderò should be raised immediately following a perceived 

violation or error, and a delegate may interrupt another delegate to do so.   

 

Parliamentary inquiries (ñpoints of informationò):  Delegates may also go to a microphone to 

make a parliamentary inquiry.  Often called a ñpoint of information,ò a parliamentary inquiry 

may be in the form of a question about proper parliamentary procedure (e.g., ñIs an amendment 

in order at this time?ò), or may be a specific question about the matter under consideration (e.g., 

ñHas legislation already been introduced on this issue?ò).  When a delegate seeks information 

from another individual, the Speaker will determine the handling of the request.  A parliamentary 

inquiry can interrupt another delegate only if it requires an immediate answer.  A ñpoint of 

informationò is not an opportunity to offer information (which would be considered debate and 
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would have to be given in turn, not by interruption), but rather to obtain information from the 

Speaker for the sake of clarity or completeness. 

 

Questions of privilege (ñpoints of privilegeò): Another common ñpointò raised in the CMA 

House of Delegates is a ñpoint of privilege.ò  Although The Standard Code of Parliamentary 

Procedure discusses questions of privilege as matters pertaining to the ñrights, reputation, 

conduct, safety, integrity, comfort or convenienceò of an individual or the assembly as a whole 

(e.g., ñMay we have the windows at the rear of the hall closed?ò), the Speaker of the CMA 

House usually will grant delegatesô requests for a ñpoint of personal privilegeò to inform the 

House about some matter unrelated to the business at hand (e.g., ñI am pleased to announce that 

100 percent of the members of our delegation are now members of CALPACò), provided that the 

request does not interrupt business in progress.  Delegates desiring to present such informational 

points of privilege are urged to notify the Speaker in advance.  These items will usually be 

considered between reference committee reports or other scheduled items of business. 

 

 

Voting in the House 

 

Except for the election of officers, most issues before the House are decided by a voice vote.  

The Speaker may ask for a show of hands or a standing vote if a voice vote is indecisive.  When 

necessary, the Speaker will call for a division of the House, wherein a standing vote is taken and 

delegation chairs count individual votes.  Any delegate may also call for a division if the 

delegate believes the announced result of the vote was in error.  The request for a division of the 

House must be made immediately, may interrupt another delegate, requires no second and is not 

debatable.  Note that it is a ñrequestò that the Speaker need not grant if the request is deemed 

dilatory or if the vote outcome is clear to the Speakers. 

 

Voting for candidates in contested elections for President-Elect, Speaker and Vice Speaker is by 

written ballot.  Nominees for these offices are submitted in advance of the meeting; however, 

nominations may also be made from the floor. 

 

 

Implementation of House Actions 
 

Following the conclusion of each Annual Session, a record of the actions of the House is posted 

in the members-only section of the CMA web site and published as a bound volume.  The printed 

version of the actions is provided to delegation chairs and medical executives and upon request 

to any member of the House.  The actions are also entered into the CMA Policy Compendium, 

which is accessible on the CMA website and should be consulted as a reference before delegates 

choose to submit resolutions that may be found to be redundant. 

 

Depending on the action called for in each adopted resolution or report recommendation, the 

resolution/recommendation may be assigned by the Board of Trustees to a specific CMA 

council, committee or administrative unit for implementation, or (if simply a statement of policy) 

may form the basis for CMA advocacy in the legislature, in the courts or in the regulatory arena.  
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Items referred for study and report back are similarly assigned and are brought back to the next 

meeting of the House of Delegates with recommendations from the Board of Trustees for final 

action by the House.  During the year, the Board receives progress reports from and acts on 

recommendations made by the councils and committees to which resolutions have been assigned. 

 

Updates on the implementation or disposition status of resolutions and recommendations are 

posted quarterly in the House of Delegates section of the CMA website.  Prior to the next yearôs 

Annual Session, these updates are compiled in a report, ñStatus of Resolutions Adopted and 

Referred by the House of Delegates,ò which is distributed to the House as part of that yearôs 

agenda packet. 

 

 

In Conclusioné 
 

Congratulations on being selected to represent your physician colleagues.  Your election by your 

peers demonstrates their confidence in you.  Your familiarity with the processes and procedures 

outlined in this guidebook will enable you to effectively represent them in the highest 

policymaking body of the California Medical Association.  The Speakers of the House and CMA 

staff stand ready to answer your questions and to assist you in Representing Your Colleagues.   
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Appendix B 

Writing and Submitting Resolutions 
 

 

Writing and submitting resolutions to the House of Delegates is one of the most effective ways 

an individual member can influence the policies, activities and governance of CMA.  Depending 

on the action called for, a resolution can even result in a major public policy initiative or change 

(for example, a resolution directing CMA to sponsor legislation).  Any CMA member may 

author a resolution, but a delegate, alternate delegate, component medical society or delegation 

must submit the resolution.  Members who are not delegates or alternates should contact their 

CMA district delegation chair or component medical society for assistance in identifying the 

appropriate channel for getting a resolution introduced. 

 

 

Content and Format 

 

Resolutions can address virtually any medical practice or health-related topic, or any aspect of 

the policies and activities of organized medicine.  The Speaker of the House may edit or revise 

resolutions for length and clarity, and to delete any inflammatory language, while striving to 

preserve the authorôs intent.  The Speaker may also reject resolutions that are deemed to be 

inappropriate as business of the House (for example, resolutions addressing social policy issues 

with no obvious medical implications or those whose implementation would violate existing 

law).  Although this rarely occurs, authors may appeal the Speakerôs ruling to the House Rules 

Committee and ultimately to the entire House of Delegates. 

 

Resolutions typically consist of a series of ñWhereasò clauses, which serve to explain the 

reason(s) for the resolution, and one or more ñResolvedò clauses, which state the specific 

action(s) proposed.  Only the ñResolvedò clauses are acted on by the House and become CMA 

policy.  Therefore, all ñResolvedò clauses must stand alone and not be dependent upon the 

ñWhereasesò or on the other ñResolvedsò to be clearly understood. 

 

Following is a sample resolution correctly formatted: 

 
CALIFORNIA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

 

 TITLE:  Additional Days in the Year 

 Introduced by: Jane Smith, MD 

 Author:  John Williams, MD 

 Endorsed by: District 18 Delegation (NOTE: Endorsements are optional) 

 

 WHEREAS, it becomes more apparent every year that we cannot do all of the things we  

 have to do in 365 days; and 

 

 WHEREAS, either more days must be created or work must be decreased; therefore be it 

 

 RESOLVED:  That an additional ten (10) days a year be created; and be it further 

 

 RESOLVED:  That CMA endorse the concept of ten more days a year. 
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Under House rules, resolutions should be no more than one page in length.  Resolution titles 

should specify the subject of the resolution and must not be more than six (6) words in length.  

The Speakers may edit and retitle resolutions to meet these requirements. 

 

 

Researching Resolutions in Advance 

 

Resolution authors are strongly encouraged to review the online CMA Policy Compendium and 

the current CMA strategic plan, both accessible to members on the CMA web site, prior to 

developing a resolution.  Such review will help determine whether the subject of the proposed 

resolution is or already has been addressed by CMA.  Authors are strongly encouraged to cite the 

source(s) of any factual, scientific or statistical information contained in the ówhereasô clauses 

and to submit documentation with their resolutions. 
 
 

Endorsement of Resolutions 

 

Many delegations meet prior to the deadline for submitting resolutions to consider endorsement 

of resolutions authored or sponsored by their members.  Individual county medical societies and 

specialty societies also may endorse a resolution.  Although any delegate or alternate may submit 

a resolution directly to CMA without such review and endorsement, it is often helpful to receive 

feedback from other delegation members, who may be able to suggest modifications that will 

increase the chances of the resolution ultimately being adopted.  Endorsement by a delegation or 

society demonstrates wide support of a proposal by a constituency, and also may improve the 

chances for adoption by the House.  Endorsements must be indicated on resolutions at the time 

they are submitted to CMA in order to be listed on the final published copy. 

 

 

Posting Resolutions on Web Site for Feedback 

 

CMA members are encouraged to post their proposed resolutions or resolution ideas for review 

and comment by colleagues statewide on the House of Delegates online forum in the members-

only section of the CMA web site (CMAnet.org).  ñFloatingò a proposal in this manner may 

result in a better-focused resolution and help garner broader support for it.  Prior to Annual 

Session, all submitted resolutions are posted on the House of Delegates website as soon as 

practicable following acceptance by the Speaker, including in online forums where members are 

encouraged to post their comments and opinions for consideration by the reference committees 

to which the resolutions are assigned. 

 

 

Submitting Resolutions 

 

The deadline for submitting resolutions for consideration by the House of Delegates is 60 days 

prior to Annual Session.  The CMA Bylaws require that all resolutions (with the exception of the 

ñoptional earlyò resolutions discussed above) be submitted electronically (i.e., via e-mail) and in 

final form.  Since changes will not be accepted after a resolution has been submitted, delegates 
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are encouraged to use one or more of the review processes discussed above prior to e-mailing a 

resolution to CMA. 

 

All resolutions should be e-mailed to CMA at the following address: 

 

resolutions@cmanet.org 

 

After receipt at the CMA offices, fiscal notes and a summary of existing CMA policy on the 

subject are added for the Houseôs information.   

 

Resolutions received less than 60 days before the House meets must be reviewed and accepted 

by the House Rules Committee, which evaluates late resolutions based on the following criteria: 

the subject of the resolution must be of such a timely nature that it could not be introduced prior 

to the 60-day deadline and is of such current importance that it cannot wait to be introduced by 

the author as business for the following Annual Session or to the next meeting of the Board of 

Trustees utilizing the year-round resolutions process.
1
  Resolutions also may be submitted 

directly to the Board of Trustees for consideration and possible action at any time during the 

year. 

                                                 
1
 The CMA Bylaws provide that resolutions may be submitted to the Board of Trustees between sessions of the 

House of Delegates, and that the Board may implement such resolutions deemed consistent with the current strategic 

plan 



 

Appendix C 

Sample Standing Rules of Order 
 

Note:  The Standing Rules of Order are updated annually and delegates should refer to the 

current version proposed for adoption at each Annual Session. 

 

 

REPORT TO THE 2007 HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

from the 

HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE  

 

  

David Priver, MD, Chair 

Stewart Brown, MD 

Gerald Schiff, MD 

Jeffrey Ortstadt, MD 

Lamont Paxton, MD 

  

 

 

The Rules Committee presents to the House of Delegates the following report for adoption in 

2007 as Standing Rules of Order. 

 

I. RESOLUTIONS 

 

A. Format:   The format for resolutions introduced in the House of Delegates shall 

be as follows: 

 
 TITLE:   (Must not exceed six words) 

 AUTHOR:  (May be authored by any CMA member or members, not exceeding a 

total of four authors) 

 INTRODUCED BY:  (Must be introduced by at least one delegate or alternate 

    delegate or delegation; total number of introducers may not 

    exceed four) 

 ENDORSED BY: (Endorsement means formal support for resolutions and 

    shall only be by delegations, component medical societies, 

    or CMA-recognized specialty societies.  Resolutions may be 

    introduced and not be endorsed; if so, this line shall remain 

    blank.) 
 

B. "Resolved" Portions to Stand Alone:  Resolutions shall be written in such a 

manner that each of the "Resolved" portions of the resolution stand alone. 

 

C. Duties of the Speaker:  The duties of the Speaker of the House of Delegates with 

respect to resolutions shall include: 

 

1. Screening and consolidation of multiple, single-subject resolutions from each 

district to assure fair but expeditious hearing of all aspects of each subject. 
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2. Assistance to those delegates or delegations in need of aid in the preparation 

of concise, succinct resolutions which will assure equitable hearing of all 

issues while recognizing the need to conserve the House of Delegates' time, 

efforts and energies. 

 

3. Revision of ill-structured or verbose resolutions while retaining the author's 

intent. 

 

4. Revision of resolution titles to reflect the subject of the resolved(s). 

 

5. Assignment of resolutions that reiterate existing CMA policy to a 

Reaffirmation Calendar, which will be presented to the House for 

information and the contents of which will not be debatable.  The author of a 

resolution assigned to the Reaffirmation Calendar may appeal such 

assignment to the Rules Committee.  If the Rules Committee finds that the 

policy or action specified in the resolution goes beyond reiteration of existing 

CMA policy, the resolution will be introduced as business of the House and 

assigned to a reference committee.  If the Rules Committee upholds the 

finding of the Speaker that the resolution reiterates existing policy, the 

resolution will remain on the Reaffirmation Calendar, unless there is a 

motion to appeal the decision of the Rules Committee from the floor.  Upon 

such a motion, debate is limited to the reasons for the appeal and cannot 

include debate on the merits of the resolution.  The motion to appeal the 

decision of the Rules Committee requires a majority vote in order for the 

resolution to be accepted as business of the House. 

  

6. Return to their authors those resolutions whose subjects are determined to be 

inappropriate for consideration by the House of Delegates, including 

commendation resolutions. 

 

7. Such other assignments as the Speaker may deem appropriate to assist the 

House in the efficient handling of resolutions (Resolution 211-74). 

 

D. Returned Resolutions:  All resolutions selected by the Speaker for modification 

or withdrawal shall be returned to the author with the Speaker's justification for 

the action.  Authors who wish to challenge the Speaker's decision may request 

that their resolutions be printed and distributed to the House.  These resolutions 

will be referred to the Rules Committee, which will review the resolutions and 

recommend to the House either to accept or not accept them.  If the Rules 

Committee recommends acceptance, it will be accepted.  If the Rules Committee 

upholds the decision of the Speaker, the resolution will not be accepted unless 

there is a motion to appeal the decision of the Speaker from the floor.  Upon such 

a motion, debate is limited to the reasons for the appeal and cannot include debate 

on the merits of the resolution.  The motion to appeal the decision of the Speaker 




